1734 N Street NW,
G FW Washington DC 20036

—————— est. 1890 ——— 202-347-3168
GENERAL FEDERATION GFWC@GFWC.org
» OF WOMEN'S CLUBS

www.GFWC.org

PRESS RE LEASE For Immediate Release

Contact: Stacy Mayuga,
SMayuga@GFWC.org

INTRODUCING OFFICERS OF THE
2024-2026 GFWC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Washington, DC, August 16, 2024 — The General Federation of Women’s Club (GFWC) is pleased to
introduce members of the 2024-2026 GFWC Executive Committee: GFWC President-elect Wendy Carriker of
North Carolina, GFWC First Vice President Jolie Frankfurth of Florida, GFWC Second Vice President Mary
Beth Williams of Colorado, GFWC Secretary Dr. Susan Gettys of Missouri, GFWC Treasurer Juliet Casper
of South Carolina, and GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Shannon Bailey of Florida.

‘I am delighted to serve with these six extraordinary women,” said GFWC International President Suellen B.
Brazil. “Each brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to her position and has proven themselves to be
dedicated and enthusiastic about GFWC and the causes for which it advocates. Their strength in leadership
will positively impact GFWC’s future.”

The General Federation of Women'’s Clubs, an international organization, is the nation’s oldest nonpartisan,
nondenominational women’s volunteer service organization that unites local women’s clubs in a collective effort
to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service. The following are short
bios for each member of the 2024-2026 GFWC Executive Committee.

GFWC President-elect Wendy Carriker of North Carolina has been a member since 1985. Carriker
previously served as GFWC First Vice President, progressively advancing in her leadership roles as an officer,
and within the GFWC North Carolina Federation she served as GFWC North Carolina Director of Junior Clubs
(2000-2002), GFWC North Carolina Executive Committee (2004 -2014), and GFWC North Carolina State
President (2014-2016). In addition, Carriker served as an elected member of the Mount Airy City Schools
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Board of Education since 1996, and as Chairman from 2004-2018. She also is a proud member of the North
Carolina School Boards Association. Carriker and Chip, husband, have been married for 46 years, and she is a
mother, Nana, volunteer, and business owner.

GFWC First Vice President Jolie Frankfurth of Florida is a 27-year clubwoman and started her
service as a member of the GFWC Board of Directors in 2008. Frankfurth is credited for bolstering the use of
the GFWC Honorary Chairmen to enhance and elevate GFWC Special Program and Community Service
Programs. She also created opportunities to partner with GFWC Affiliate Organizations to reach the grassroots
club members. She is a graduate from the University of South Florida with a master’s in educational leadership
and a bachelor’s in business/vocational education. Jolie has resided with her husband, Tom, and their two
children in Tampa for more than 30 years.

GFWC Second Vice President Mary Beth Williams of Colorado has served on the GFWC Executive
Committee for the past four years. To her credit, Williams has served in the following leadership positions:
GFWC Secretary (2022-2024), GFWC Treasurer (2020-2022), GFWC International Outreach Chairman (2018-
2020), GFWC Leadership Committee member (2016-2018), GFWC Colorado President (2014-2016), 2012
LEADS graduate, and Charter President of Babs’ Inspirations (a national club). Williams holds a master’s in
agricultural economics and worked for the U.S. Foreign Agricultural Service and the Colorado School District
11. She is married to Larry, and a proud mother and grandmother.

GFWC Secretary Dr. Susan Gettys of Missouri joined GFWC in 2009. Since becoming a GFWC
member, Gettys has served in various leadership roles, including GFWC Board of Directors as Leadership
Committee Chairman and member (2020-2024), and GFWC Missouri President (2018-2020). Also, she has
held other roles in her state, such as State Writing Chair, Treasurer, President-elect, and Parliamentary
Advisor. Gettys holds a master’s in education from Missouri State University and a doctorate in educational

leadership and policy analysis from the University of Missouri. Her 34- year career in education included 17
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years in the classroom and 17 years in administration, culminating in serving as Assistant Superintendent of
Instructional Services.

GFWC Treasurer Juliet Casper of South Carolina joined the GFWC North Myrtle Beach Woman'’s
Club in 2002. Her service to the GFWC Board of Directors includes Legislation/Public Policy Committee
Chairman/member (2020-2024), Resolutions Committee (2022-2024), and GFWC South Carolina President
(2018-2020). She served her state Federation in elected officer roles (2012-2016), including GFWC South
Carolina Eastern District President (2010-2012) and Club President (2007-2010). She was the first president of
GFWC Brockettes (a national club) and is a founding member of GFWC Girls on Fire, a virtual club. In 2011,
Casper was elected to the Order of the Jessamine for GFWC South Carolina. Casper holds a Juris Doctorate
from Indiana University School of Law. She is married to Chris Mezenski and has an adult son, Tristan.

GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Shannon Bailey of Florida joined the GFWC St. Petersburg Junior
Woman'’s Club in 1997. Her leadership service to the GFWC Board of Directors includes serving as GFWC
Director-elect of Junior Clubs (2022-2024), GFWC Leadership Committee Chairman (2020-2022), and on
GFWC Florida’s Board of Directors for 13 years. As GFWC Florida Director of Junior Clubs (2018-2020),
Bailey introduced Book Heroes as her special project, resulting in more than 100,000 books being donated
during her tenure. She is a Registered Parliamentarian and a member of the National Association of

Parliamentarians and the Electronic Association of Parliamentarians.

HHEH

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) is an international organization dedicated to improving
local communities through volunteer service. GFWC has state federations in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia. There are 20 International Affiliate Clubs in 15 countries worldwide. GFWC members are community
leaders who advocate for domestic and sexual violence awareness and prevention programs, and programs
and services to support children. Volunteers work locally to impact their communities by supporting the arts,
preserving natural resources, advancing education, promoting healthy lifestyles, and encouraging civic
engagement.



